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Abstract

This study evaluates the impact of concessions for visitor support services in Brazilian national parks
on the socioeconomic indicators of surrounding municipalities. Concessions for visitor support services
are an increasingly utilised strategy in Brazilian protected areas aimed at improving conditions for park
visitors. It is expected that these enhancements would increase tourist flows to the municipalities
surrounding the parks, which could, in turn, lead to improvements in relevant socioeconomic indicators.
This research focuses on three national parks that were granted concessions between 2010 and 2012:
Tijuca, Fernando de Noronha, and Serra dos Orgaos. The study analyses the effect of these concessions
on the socioeconomic indicators of the six surrounding municipalities. The impact assessment was
conducted using the differences-in-differences estimation technique, combined with a double robust
estimator. Control municipalities were selected through four distinct matching techniques. Two sets of
municipalities were used for matching: 5,547 viable Brazilian municipalities or 63 municipalities near
national parks with recent visitation data. Initially, a simple differences-in-differences model was
estimated to evaluate whether the concessions had any effect on park visitation. The results showed no
significant evidence of changes in visitation attributable to the concessions. Ten socioeconomic
indicators were evaluated: municipal GDP per capita, population size, number of establishments in all
sectors, number of jobs in all sectors, number of establishments in tourism, number of jobs in tourism,
total earnings of workers employed in tourism, number of establishments in accommodation, number of
jobs in accommodation, and total earnings of workers employed in accommodation. The findings
indicate no significant effects of the concessions on these indicators, as almost all estimates produced
were insignificant at conventional statistical levels. The study concludes that the expected
socioeconomic impacts were not observed, primarily due to the apparent lack of increased visitation to
the parks following the concessions for visitor support services. This lack of increased visitation is
identified as a crucial factor, as it would be the main mechanism through which the concessions could
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have promoted socioeconomic improvements in the surrounding municipalities. These results suggest
that without a corresponding increase in park visitation, the potential benefits of such concessions on
local socioeconomic conditions remain unrealised. The findings highlight the need for further
investigation into the conditions necessary for concessions to effectively drive socioeconomic benefits
in areas surrounding national parks.
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